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OOAHUILA 

in the Universal Exposition of St. Louis, Mo. 

A Brief Statistical Statement. 

The scope of this statement is to make the State of Coa- 
huila, although in a very general and concise manner, known 
to those enterprising men that may visit the Universal Fair 
at St. Louis, Mo., in search of information which may enable 
them to know the sources of public wealth, of natural pro- 
ducts which constitute the raw materials for the development 
of industries, the establishment of corporations and to bring 
about enterprises of all kinds to this region of the Republic 
of Mexico 

Bouvderies, — The State of Coahuila is bounded on the 
North by the United States, on the East by the State of Nue- 
vo Leon, on the South by those of San Luis Potosf and Za- 
catecas, and on the West by those of Durango and Chihua- 
hua. 

Situation. — It is situated between the 24°, 26' and 29° 
50' of North Latitude; and between the 0°, 37' and 4®, 48' 
of West Longitude of the Meridian of the City of Mexico. 

Extension, — It has an area of 168,000 square kilometers. 

Barometric Eight. — It varies between 100 and 2,500 meters 
over the sea level; it has therefore a variety of climates and 
of products proper to the varied nature ot its soil. 

Population, — According to the last census, taken the 28th. 
of October 1900, Coahuila had a population of 296,975 in- 
habitants; but at the present time the claim of 330,000 is not 
exaggerated; may it be for the new towns that have sprung 
up or for the increase of others on account of new enterprises 
that have recently been established. 



Political Divisions. — Coahuila has 32 municipalities com- 
prised in five Districts. It has six cities, 26 towns, 26 villages, 
186 haciendas, 951 ranches, 47 mining corporations, 
eleven factories of cotton and wool goods 56 flour mills and 
27 railroad stations af a tolerably large population. 

The Capital City. — Saltillo, residence of the Executive, Le- 
gislative and Judicial bodies of the State, has a population 
of 25,000 people; its jurisdiction amounts to 4(),5o0 people 
in the Municipality. The city is situated at the 25 ^ 26' of 
North Latitude and at the 1 ° 48' of West Longitude of the 
meridian of the City of Mexico. Its barometric bight is of 
1,600 meters over the level of the sea. Its physical aspect, 
its barometric elevation and its almost tropical position make 
the capital of the State of Coahuila a summer city of a 
delightful climate and healthy beyond compare. It posses- 
ses two beautiful parks, public gardens, picturesque places 
of recreation, bathing establishments, public squares and 
walks which give the city a very agreable aspect. 

Natural Products. 

Mining, — On an average, Coahuila produces yearly more 
than $10,000,000 for the value of its ore. Sierra Mojada is 
the principal mining city of the State. It has more than 
fifty mines that are being worked and its earnings on a yearly 
average have been of $5,025,000. Panuco, Santa Rosa, La 
M;ula,.San Marcos, Dolores, Bajan y Sierra del Carmen, pro- 
duce all together what Sierra Mojada produces as a unit. 
There are jight reducing plants, but the majority of the min- 
ing enterprises export the ore such as it is taken from the 
mines. 

Coal -Minc^. —Coahuila has the first place over all the other 
States of the Republic as a coal producer; it has extensive 
tracts of land with rich deposits of coal which are not being 
worked; but at the present time the rich corporations of 
Fuente, El Alamo, San Felipe, El Hondo and ''Las Esperan- 
zas" are extensively working rich and abundant deposits of 
coal. The production on a yearly average is as follows: 

Fuente, 120,000 tons valued at $ 840,000 

Hondo, 150,000 „ „ ,, 1.050,000 

Esperanzas, 1.000.000 tons valued at $7,000,000 



This valuation is made for what the production costs on the 
yards Of the mines. Besides in Hondo 70,000 tons of coke 
are manufactured and in Esperanzas about 100,000 tons of 
the rich fuel. 

Marble Deposits, — The corporation of Jimulco, in the Mu- 
nicipality of TorreoD, is working a rich deposit of various 
kinds of this product. Several millions of cubic meters of 
marble can be extracted, and blocks four or five meters long 
are mined out. Onyx of more than forty colors and kinds 
have been awarded prizes in the recent International Expo- 
sitions of Paris and Buffalo, and at the present time they 
are on exhibition in the Universal Exposition that is taking 
place in St Louis, Mo. 

Agriculture. — The cultivated land of the State of Coahuila 
represents only fifteen per cent, of its vast territory. The 
principal productions are corn, wheat, beans, peas, rye, 
cotton, grapes, sugar cane, ixtlcy rubber, and in general all 
kinds of vegetables,' cereals of warm, temperate and cold 
climates. The production of several years having been 
reckoned upon, the annual average resulted as follows: 

Corn 2.154,287 hectoliters valued at $ 6.462,861. 

Beans 132,245 ,, „ „ „ 661,225. 

Rye 115,350 „ „ „ „ 115,350. 

Wheat 20.153,228 kilograms „ „ „ 2.085,322. 

Cotton 10.598,237 ,; „ „ „ 4.239,294. 

Ixtle 2.187,247 „ „ „ „ 437,449. 

Sugarcane 9.850,000 „ „ „ „ 97,000. 

Grapes 2.120.000 „ „ „ ,, 212,000. 

Various agricultural productions, vegetables, 
fruili', roots, inks, medicinal and resinous 

plants, rubber etc., etc 280,320. 



Total $14,520,821. 

Some of the industries which are derived from agricultur- 
al products as wines and liquors made from the grape, su- 
gar cane, agave plants and fruits, produce about 20,000 hec- 
toliters valued at $530,000 yearly, this amount is shown in 
the industrial statistics. 

Live Stock. — The State possesses Live Stock comprising 
the different species, like cattle, wool producers, mules, horses, 
9wine apd the different kinds which coi^e under the bead of 
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Live Stock. From ten years past the cattle raisers of Coahuila 
have taken pains in improving their cattle not only in num- 
bers, which was the principal object before, but also in quality; 
lot the Government of the Republic, as well as -he local Gov- 
ernment of the State, have taken an interest in the improve- 
ment of this branch of public wealth. At the present time 
the value of all Live Stock in this State is reckoned at about 
eight million dollars. 

Industry. — There are various industries in Coahuila to 
which we can refer; the fabrile industry which has eleven 
factories of cotton goods, as follows: the * Labrador,*' ** Auro- 
ra," ''Hibernia'' and "Libertad" in Saltillo; the **Gonstancia'' 
and '*La F6" in Torre6n; '*La Estrella'* in Parras; ^'La Bue- 
na Fe" in Monclova; **La Esmeralda'* in Ramos Arizpe, *'La 
Bella Uni6n" in Arteaga, where there is also a paper factory; 
and the recently established factory in Allende. There are 
54 flour mills, the most important being "El Fenix'' and 
**La Estrella'* in Saltillo and that of Mr. Marcelino Qaliti- 
do's and of Mr. Manuel de la Fuente's in Nadadores. There 
are also 48 sugar cane mills where panocha and piloncillo (a 
certain kind of cheap sugar) are elaborated. In Jimenez in 
the hacienda or ranch of Victoria, the property of Messrs. 
Gonzalez Treviiio there is a fine sugar factory. In several 
points of the State grape wines and liquors are elaborated, 
also those of sugar cane, quince, maguey^ mezquite and so- 
tol which 95 factories of this kind turn out. The most ex- 
quisite liquors which have been awarded prizes in the Uni- 
versal Expositions of New Orleans, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Paris and the Pan-American in Buffalo are the grape liquors 
which are elaborated in Parras and Ouatro Cienegas. At 
the present time Messrs. Madero, Richardson, Kues and Ni- 
colielli are exhibiting a collection of j their best liquors in 
the Exposition of St. Luis, Mo. The industry of candies and 
preserves, and that of confections of flour, tobacco products 
and others of different kinds are quite improved. 

With reference to the manufacturing shops there are in 
the State 1262 of various kinds, and in many of them 
steam engines are used. In Torreon and C. P. Diaz there 
are very well fitted up machine shops. In the hacienda or 
ranch of Hornos, jurisdiction of Viesca, there is a machine 
shop|where instruments of this kind and locomotives, cars 
au4 all material used in railroading are constructed. In 
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Torreon and Viesca there are very well fitted up ore reducing 
plants and a shop where they manufacture all kinds of iron 
products. 

- Railroads. — One of the States most favored by railroads is 
the State of Coahuila, which has within its bounderies the 
eighth part of all the kilometers of railroads which the entire 
Republic has. And its development is due, as is natural to 
suppose, to the many resources which the State has, becau:ie 
no corporation would venture to plant its rails through 
a country which did not have life and movement. The 
number of kilometers of trackage which the railroads compa- 
nies have in Coahuila are as follows: 

Mexican International R. R 805,0 kilometers 

National of Mexico ,, ,, 168,7 ,, 

Mexican Central ,, ,, 585,0 ,, 

Coahuila & Zacatecas ,, ,, 123,5 ,, 

„ „ Pacific „ „ 307,0 

Mexican Northern ,, ,, 55,0 ,, 

Esperanzas ,, ,, 14,0 ,, 

Hornos ,, ,, 68,0 ,, 

2,126,2 

There are morever street railroads of electric traction in 
Torreon, and of animal traction iu Saltillo, Monclova, Vies 
ca, AUende and Hornos; and they are about to be built iu 
San Pedro, Matamoros and other towns. 

Telegraph & Telephones. — Between the Federal and the 
Railroad telegraphic lines there are about 3,500 kilometers 
which connect the towns of the State. The city and outside 
telephones have 453 instruments with 1,540 kilometers of 
line. 

Public Wealth. — Omitting the capital which is represented 
in new enterprises, the value of the railroad lines, mining 
properties, and the smaller capitals which are exeempt from 
taxes, the value of public wealth is considered at about 
$50,357,931 divided as follows: 

City .- ^ 6.229,270 

Country 9.719,942 

Industrial (Small industries) 168,174 

Fabrile 5.000,000 

Stock i^ cattle 8.000,000 
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Manufacturing 4.000,000 

Mercantile 12.240,545 

Industrial (without fabrile) 5.000,000 

Total .$ 50.357,931 

Public Treasury, — The taxes and expenditures of the State 
and Municipalities corresponding to the la^t fiscal year are 
as follows: 

From the State. 

Taxes $ 624,540.20 cs. 

Expenditures . . . . ^ . , 609,298.33 cs. 

From the Municipalities. 

Taxes ...*1. 091,627.89 cs. 

Expenditures 1.071.149.30 cs. 

Instruction. — ^^The State maintains one Preparatory (High) 
School, one Normal School for teachers of primary instruc- 
tion, and it destines quite a large amount of money to pay 
expenses of pupils who need it and show their ability so 
that they may finish their career in the colleges of the State, 
those of the capital of the Republic, or in the foreign Uni- 
versities. The State keeps the following institutions: 

Preparatory (High) Schools 1 

Normal Schools 1 

Public schools for children [male] 62 

Public schools for children [female] C2 

Public schools for children of both sexes 20 

Number of teachers [male and female] 348 

Number of pupils [male] 8594 

Number of pupils [female] 7203 

Private Institutions. 

For children [male] 10 

For chil'*' ^i n [female] 9 

For both ^txes 12 

Number o teachers [male and female] 89 

Number of children [male] 1231 

Nv^mber of children [female] , 1075 
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The state spends annually in Public Instruction $206,143.18 
cs. this amount includes what the Municipalities also spend 
in this department. 

Improvements. — In all the towns of the State they have 
tried to establish, under hygienic and pedagogical conditions 
buildings for schools, public offices and beneficence establish- 
ments. In the capital of the State works for the improve- 
ment of health, water piping, drainage, public market, 
slaughter house, improvements in the State Penitentiary, in 
the building of the "Juan Antonio de la Fuente" Preparatory 
School, in the Civil Hospital, have been completed. The 
Reformatory School, the new Santiago Cemetery were 
constructed, new bridges have been built, new streets opened 
and public walks greatly improved. The useful improvements 
that have been made together with those that have the 
object of adornment only, have, in a few years, very favorably 
changed the aspect of the towns of the State much to the 
good of their inhabitants with respect to hygiene and health 
as well as to the beauty of every town. In connection with 
the latter are the bronze statues erected in honor of Zarago- 
za and Hidalgo in the parks and \hQ) plaza of '*Los Hombres 
Ilustres." Among the improvements of great utility for the 
State, principaly for the farmer and hygienist are the thermo- 
metric and pluviometric stations which are being installed 
in the most convenient regions of the State, having already 
bought the necessary apparatus and determined the places 
where the respective offices must be installed. 

Branches that can he worked. — Coal mines that can be exten- 
sively worked ; coal oil which has been discovered in several 
places where investigations with perforators have been con- 
ducted; mining of which still remains a great deal to be 
worked up; hot springs which are plentiful in the State and 
have not been worked as they ought to have been; the depo- 
sits'of marble, onyx, turpentine, alabaster, chalk, and lithogra- 
phic stone which can be found in several places of the State; 
Kaolin, plastic clay, refractory clay, plastic ochre and a varie- 
ty of clay for industry, for the manufacture of porcelain, 
brick, roof-tile, and pottery goods; in forestry there is much 
in which to invest. There are in the State a great varieyt 
of fine woods for cabinet-making and for building, such as 
the several species of the walnut-tree, oak, cedar, pine, spruce- 
tree, common juniper, syce more, ash-tree, willow, osier, 
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tamarisk, shrub, strawberry plant, oyamel, capulin and other 
varieties. There are many, fruit trees that can be cultivated 
with profit; there are also plants from which inks and 
leather tanning substances can be extrated, medicinal plants, 
and also those that produce substances for soap making; all 
these plants are plentiful throughout the State. In fabrile 
industries and as power for moving machinery, water falls 
can be made use of, these are also plentiful in the State as a 
useful element for the installation of important industrial 
establishments. As promissing raw materials which can 
be worked with profit we can mention the following; — the 
guayule rubber plant which is to be found throughout a 
large territory of the State; the palm fibre, maguey, lechugui- 
lla, etc., which up to now is only exported as raw material for 
a great variety of cloths which are manufactured in foreign 
countries ; leathers which is also an abundant product in 
Coahuila, are not improved here but instead are exported 
to the United States and Europe where they make patent: 
kid, chagr^es leather &; and finally the resinous products 
which are abundant in the forests and of which up to now 
we imperfectly extract rosin, turpentine and black pitch; but 
all the other substances are wasted; the sugar cane is im- 
perfectly made use of, but if it is properly worked up it will 
result in great profit and wealth. 

GOAHUILA'S EXHIBIT 

IN THE Universal Exposition op St. Lotjis Mo. 

1©04. 



Besides the objects of exhibition with which the exhibitors 
of Coahuila, farmers, mining men, manufacturers, mechanics, 
chemists, apothecaries, and inventors directly contributed 
and sent to the Minister of the Interior so that he would 
send them in turn to the aforesaid Exposition; the Gov- 
ernment of the State gave these exhibitors the necesary 
information to facilitate their remissions and so they would 
make them in accordance with the instructions of the regu- 
lations; this same Government took charge of remitting the 
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exhibits of a large number of participants from this State as 
showa as follows. 

The Esperanzas Coal Company sent eight sample boxes of 
coal among which are two large blocks of the aforesaid fuel. 

The Fuente Coal Company sent a box of coal accompanied 
by another one giving full information as to guality of coal 
sent. 

The Coahuila Coal Company, from the "Hondo" mine 
sent a box of the mineral fuel, accompanied by another one 
with information of the samples of coal which are sent. 

The Hon. Miguel Cardenas sent a sample of palm fibre 
(ixtle) a raw material which is employed in this country 
for rope and tackle making of a superior kind, and in 
foreign countries is used for making fine cloths. A sample of 
the producing palm is accompanied and three photographs 
which illustrate the contents of the sample. 

He also sent a box with samples of ores from the mines 
of Bajan. 

The Go verm en t of the State remitted a box containing 
sixty-six samples collected for the study of Mineralogy. 

Mr. (Jrescencio Rodriguez Gonz&lez sent a collection of 
ixtle (fibre of mnguey^) of the many different species of 
palms and fibre pro'lucing plants such as are called here: 
samandtca palm, Lechugailla, Pitilla palm ^ Guapilla palm^ Lo- 
ca palm, Pahrdto, Chinese palm, pldtano, mariguana, tulillo 
palm, (corto) cerda vegetal of palm, a sample of puya vegetaU 
samanrloca tallada, a sample of palm seed, a sample of a 
medicinal herb called ''Hormiguero^^ a sample of a rubber 
plant called gunyuh. 

Messrs. Ernesto Madtro and Bros., sent a collection of wines 
from the warehouses of "El Rosario'' and San Lorenzo in 
the Municipality of Parras, containing *'Bermouth Quinado" 
claret wine, cognac, vaporated wine, white wine, dry wine, 
Jerez pdlido, ajerezado, fine brandy, moscatel wine, Port wine 
and Malaga wine. 

Mr. William H. Richardson sent a collection of wines from 
the warehouses of Cienega del Carmen in the Municipality 
of Parras containing claret wine, Jerez wine and cognac. 

Mr. Ernest Kiies from Parras sent a box of wines made in 
his factory in that city. 

Mr. Nicolds Nicolielli sent from "El Vesubio'^ his factory 
in Parras a collection of his wines. 
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Messrs. Luciano Cabello & Son sent a sample of ixtk 
(fibre) and some other manufactured goods made of the same 
material. 

Dr. M. Gutierrez, from the Hacienda of Encarnacion de 
Guzm&n, Municipality of Saltillo sent a sample of ixtle (fibre) 
of palm; product of the aforesaid Hacienda. 

Mr. Joaquin Rodriguez sent a collection of flour confec- 
tions: vermicelli, noodles, macaroni, alphabet, etc , manufac- 
tured a la Italian in his establishment '^La Gran Tenoxti- 
tlan*Mn Saltillo. 

Mr. Mariano de la Fuente sent a collectioia of flour con- 
fections, vermicelli and noodles from his factory established 
in Saltillo. 

Mr. J. M. Flores sent a collection of samples of cigarrettes 
with the marks or names of "La Gitana", "La Esperanza'\ 
"La Especiar', *'E1 Barretero'* and '*E1 Trovador" manufac- 
tured in his factory este Wished in Saltillo under the name of 
**La Esperanza". 

Mr. Domingo Alessio sent a collection of preserved fruits* 
quince candies, peach and apple confections made in the 
factory which he has in Saltillo under the name of "^a 
Union Italiana''. , . 

Mr. Porfirio Valdes sent a collection of s iraples of footwear, 
work of horceguiy Rnsieiy glace patent leather, silk of his fac- 
tory established in Saltillo with the name of ''La Conquis- 
tadora'' , 

Mr. Arturo L. Peiia, sent a collection of photographs taken 
in his photographic establisment in Saltillo. 

The Public Schools of Torreonsent a collection of disected 
zoological samples prepared in these institutions in the 
practical courses assigned to that science. At the same time 
these institutions sent works of Botany, Geography, and 
Manual Training. 

Mr. Sardot Ramirez, of Torreon, sent a collection of pho- 
tographic samples of work made in his photographic esta- 
blishment. 

The manager of the Coahuila and Zacatecas Railroad sent 
a collection of photographs, not as samples of the art of pho- 
tography, but to illustrate tbej report of the said railway 
whose management resides in the City of Saltillo. 
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The **Compania lodustrial Saltillera" established in Sal- 
tillo sent samples of cloth turned out in the factory **La 
Bella Union'' in the Municipality of Arteaga. 

The Bank of Coahuila with residence in Saltillo, sent se- 
veral documents and photographs to make the banking 
business of this creditable institution known. 

Mr. Genaro Davila, sent samples of corn, product of his 
own farm, which is in'the Municipality of Sabinas, Coa- 
huila 

Messrs. Feliciano Groues and Company sent samples of 
spirits of turpentine and turpentine produced in their coun- 
try properties which they have in the Village of Arteaga; 
but the seat of their business of industry and commerce is 
in Saltillo. 

The Hon. Matias L. Carmona sent a literary work on 
Jurisprudeace entitled "Libertad de Testar." The author has 
his residence in Saltillo. 

Mr. Manuel J. Rodriguez sent two copies of his little work 
entitled **La Fuente del Idioma Espanoi" (The Source of the 
Spanish Language) as a work of literature and language. 

Mrs. Perpetua G. Vda. de Zertuche sent a quilt of cotton 
and felt as a sample of hand made work. Her son Mr. Ru- 
ben Zertuche who resides in Saltillo represented her in 
making the remittance. 

Mr. Guadalupe Sanchez Cortes sent a sample of raw ma- 
terial of a substance known as kaolin to be employed in the 
manufacture of pottery. The exhibitor has his residence in 
Saltillo. 

Every thing preaeated to here was arranged and invoiced 
according to the instructions of the regulations which were 
given out with this object by the Secretary of the Interior, 
the remittance having been made at due time so that the 
exhibit would occupy the place corresponding to it in the 
Exposition, which with all solemnity, is taking place at the 
present time in the City of Saint Louis, Mo. 

The other exhibitors of the State sent their exhibits directly 
through the Ministry of the Interior; among these exhi- 
bits are the marble and onyx of Jimulco, samples of salt 
from Viesca, and the **Extirpador Universal de callos" a pa- 
tent medicine of Mr. Pedro Ortiz. 
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A detailed account of all exhibits will be given in due 
time; it will comprise the total contingent which make up 
the exhibit of the State so that, once having a complete 
information, an exact idea may be had of the productions 
of Coahuila and of the degree of . advancement which it 
occupies among the other States whose union form the Re- 
public of Mexico. 
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